334              Reynolds and strong liquor.        [A.D. 1775.
any more intelligence about him, or his Fingal ? Do what you can and do it quickly. Is Lord Hailes on our side ?
' Pray let me know what I owed you when I left you, that I may send it to you.
' I am going to write about the Americans J. If you have picked up any hints among your lawyers, who are great masters of the law of nations, or if your own mind suggests any thing, let me know. But mum, it is a secret.
' I will send your parcel of books as soon as I can; but I cannot do as I wish. However, you find every thing mentioned in the book which you recommended.
' Langton is here; we are all that ever we were2. He is a worthy fellow, without malice, though not without resentment.
' Poor Beauclerk is so ill, that his life is thought to be in danger \ Lady Di nurses him with very great assiduity.
' Reynolds has taken too much to strong liquor4, and seems to delight in his new character.
my opinion of the poems of Ossian is already discovered. I believe they never existed in any other form than that which we have seen. The editor, or author, never could show the original; nor can it be shown by any other. To revenge reasonable incredulity by refusing evidence is a degree of insolence with which the world is not yet acquainted; and stubborn audacity is the last refuge of guilt.' See ante, ii. 145.
1   Taxation no Tyranny. . $>tepost, under March 21,1775.
2  See ante, ii. 304.
3  In Tickell's Epistle from the Hon. Charles Fox to the Hon. John Towns/tend (1779) are the following lines (p. ii) :—
' Soon as to Brooks's thence thy footsteps bend, What gratulations thy approach attend!
*         *         *         *         *         *           »
See Beauclerk's cheek a tinge of red surprise, And friendship give what cruel health denies.' * It should be recollected, that this fanciful description of his friend was given by Johnson after he himself had become a water-drinker. BOSWELL. Johnson,^/, April 18, 1775, describes one of his friends as muddy. On April 12,1776, in a discussion about wine, when Reynolds said to him,' You have sat by, quite sober, and felt an envy of the happiness of those who were drinking,' he replied,' Perhaps, contempt.' On April 28, 1778, he said to Reynolds: ' I won't argue any more with you, Sir. You are too far gone.' See also ante, i. 363, note i,where he said to him: 'Sir, I did not count your glasses of wine, why should you number up my cups of tea ?'
' This                                                          fil havenfluence over her husband.   She once in a little warmth, made, with more point than justice, this remark upon that subject: ' I have seen many a bear led by a man; but I never before saw a man led by a bear.1    BOSWELL.   See ante, ii. 75.
